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GREATER
HATTIESBURG
Greater Hattiesburg is home to a vibrant culture, diverse economy, high quality of life and a world of  opportunity.  
Covering a tri-county area in South Mississippi, the Hattiesburg MSA encompasses Forrest, Lamar and Perry 
Counties, with a population of nearly 150,000. Nicknamed the Hub City, Hattiesburg is centrally located between 
Jackson, MS, Gulfport/Biloxi, MS, New Orleans, LA and Mobile, AL, offering a mix of big city advantages and 
small town charm while in close proximity to three Class I railroads, five Gulf of Mexico ports, four international 
airports and three ground transportation corridors. Greater Hattiesburg’s economy stands strong on three pillars 
– Education, Healthcare and Military.  With these strong economic assets, the Hub City has become a stable home 
to families, college students and retirees. While the strength in education fuels the region’s workforce, the thriving 
healthcare sector is a cornerstone of the local economy and a major value to the region.  Greater Hattiesburg is a 
leading community in Mississippi and one of the most vibrant regions in the Gulf South.
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emergent biosolutions
Emergent offers specialized products to healthcare 
providers and governments to address medical 
needs and emerging health threats.  Emergent 
Biosolutions is currently manufacturing RSDL, a 
medical device for the decontamination of skin 
exposed to chemical warfare agents such as sulfur 
mustard, VX, VR and certain biological toxins.

HIGH-TECH
IN HATTIESBURG

 Hybrid Plastics
As a relocation from Southern California, 
Hybrid Plastics operates as both research and 
development catalyst, chemical manufacturer and 
nanotechnology company. Hybrid created and 
manufactures various forms of Polyhedral Oligomeric 
Silsesquioxane, known simply as POSS. Its unique 
blend of organic and inorganic materials allow 
melding of the best properties of different materials, 
which until POSS, was not possible.

zeon chemicals
Zeon Chemicals, with three plant locations including 
a specialized elastomer plant in Hattiesburg, MS, 
is the leading developer and supplier of innovative 
polymers, including synthetic elastomers and 
specialty chemicals.

western container
Headquartered in Sugarland, TX, Western Container 
Corporation is a high performance company 
dedicated to being the premier manufacturer of PET 
containers for the Coca-Cola Bottling System. The 
company was established in 1979 by a group of Coca-
Cola Bottlers who acted on the long-term need to 
offer a central distribution point and a reliable source 
of high quality low-cost plastic bottles. With five 
manufacturing plants throughout the United States, 
Hattiesburg, MS is the only plant located east of the 
Mississippi River.



HIGH-TECH
IN HATTIESBURG

OXITENO
Oxiteno, a global leader in surfactants and specialty 
chemicals, is the largest commerical laboratory 
tenant in The University of Southern Misissippi 
Innovation and Commercialization Accelerator. 
Oxiteno’s Hattiesburg laboratory will begin operating 
Fall 2017, focusing on research and development of 
products to serve the U.S. market in the agriculture, 
paints and coatings, personal care, home care, and 
oil and gas segments.

WIS-PAK
Wis-Pak, Inc., headquartered in Watertown, WI, has 
eight manufacturing plants located throughout 
the United States. Only two of which are located 
in the Southeast Region, including one plant 
in Hattiesburg, MS. Wis-Pak Inc. in Hattiesburg 
currently manufactures Pepsi Cola and other leading 
soft drinks and is currently in the process of a $5.3M 
expansion to begin blow molding soft drink bottles 
locally.

SUPERIOR POLYMERS
Superior Polymers, based in Hattiesburg, Mississippi 
is the first USA based company to develop and 
manufacture an implantable grade peek material 
in the USA. Superior Polymers with the help of The 
Mississippi Polymer Institute in Hattiesburg, MS, have 
developed an implantable grade peek known as 
MAGNOLIA PEEK. During the development stages, the 
company was able to develop a proprietary process 
for the manufacturing and cleaning of peek. Superior 
Polymers manufactures all its MAGNOLIA PEEK in 
Hattiesburg, MS.



partneRship
IN INNOVATION

SCHOOL OF POLYMERS AND HIGH 
PERFORMANCE MATERIALS

13 internationally-recognized faculty members with academic degrees in diverse areas:
• Coatings and films
• Surfaces and interfaces
• Composites
• Biomedical polymers
• Energy-producing and energy-efficent materials
• Bio-based polymers
• Polymer engineering
• Computational chemistry

106,000 sq ft state-of-art research facility

B.S., M.S., and Ph.D programs in Polymer Science and Engineering
• ~70 graduate students
• ~ 100 undergraduates
• ~ 20 Post-doctoral researchers

The University of Southern Mississippi is a designated Higher Research University by Carnegie 
Classification of Institutions of Higher Learning. The University spends an estiamted $72M in research and 
development annually. 

School 
of Polymers and 

High Performance 
materials recognized 

for superior performance 
by Boeing’s prestigious 
Performance Excellence 

Award



University of southern MIssisisppi

The university’s 521-acre innovation and commercialization park is where the university’s cutting-edge 
research is transformed into valued products and services for the marketplace.

A helmet produced by the sporting goods company Rawlings – using technology developed in the 
laboratories of The University of Southern Mississippi School of Polymers and High Performance Materials 
– is designed to minimize the impact of collisions on the gridiron. The Rawlings Neuro Responsive Gear 
(NRG) helmet includes dual protection inside the helmet combining a layer of foam reinforced by pneumatic 
cushioning made of pressurized “air bladders” that takes over and absorbs the energy from high-velocity 
contact, protecting the athlete. Approximately 40 professional and college teams are using the helmet.

The United States Army also awarded a research contract to The University of Southern Mississippi 
for development and evalution on a similar helmet liner designed to provide enhanced protection for 
warfighters.

INNOVATION AND COMMERCIALIZATION PARK (ICP)



MISSISSIPPI POLYMER INSTITUTE
Mississippi Polymer Institute (MPI), is a nonprofit industrial outreach organization 
brough into existance by the School of Polymers and High Performance Materials 
at The University of Southern MIssissippi. MPI has played a key role in growing the 
state’s multibillion-dollar-per-year, high-tech polymer industry, and has directly 
assisted in the creation of thousands of jobs. While the primary focus is supporting 
growth of advanced-material businesses within Mississippi, MPI performs contracted 
work for companies worldwide.

MPI provides assistance to the entire advanced material ecosystem; student outreach, product conceptulization-
through-commercializations, manufacture troubleshooting and workforce training.

SERVICES
• Product development
• Complain investigations
• Prototyping
• Process development
• Testing services
• Commercial production
• Troubleshooting
• Tailored workforce training
• Educational outreach

SPECIALTIES
• Polymer synthesis
• Resin compounding,   
 extruding and molding
• Composite manufacturing   
 techniques
• Design and CAD modeling
• Laser scanning and 3D   
 printing
• ISO 17025 accredited   
 testing/analysis

GE Aviation is a world-leading provider of commercial, military and business and general aviation jet and turboprop 
engines as well as avionics, electrical power and mechanical systems for aircraft.  GE Aviation partnered with MPI to 
train the local workforce for a new 340,000 sq. ft. facility here in the region. MPI’s Workforce Development and Tech-
nical Team, led the effort to create three composite training courses (Introduction to Composites, Composites Struc-
tures, and Lean Composites) for GE Aviation’s pre-employment and post-hiring needs. The Introduction to Composites 
course is part of JCJC’s Advanced Manufacturing Skills Certification, which includes training in business, lean manu-
facturing, safety, basic math, blue print reading, and team training. The Introduction to Composites course is designed 
specifically for GE Aviation and their specific manufacturing process. The program and collaboration were so success-
ful that GE Aviation and MPI have partnered to develop a subsequent composite course in resin transfer molding.

Reactive Surfaces, RSL, a company at the Accelerator creates non-toxix and eco-friendly pains and coatings that give 
functionality to surafaces. RSL develops enzyme-based and peptide-based addittives for a multitude of functional coat-
ing applications. RSL had an opportunity to market their eRACE screen protectors on “As seen on TV” and needed rapid 
assistance with their scale-up process. MPI quickly assisted RSL in building thousands of screens so they were ready for 
nationwide distribution and well-positioned to transition to large-scale toll manufacturers. C. Steven McDaniel, CEO of 
Reactive Surfaces said “We already had a great deal of confidence in the MPI staff from their excellent GLP studies of our 
ProteCoat biocides, and their work significantly contributed to our present success before the United States EPA....we 
were not disappointed.”



THE ACCELERATOR
The mission of USM’s Accelerator is to drive economic 
development through technology innovation and 
commercialization. The Accelerator serves business 
as an innovation center for accelerated technologies 
development, scale-up, market validation, 
manufacturing and commercialization--all under the 
same roof. By fostering entrepreneurship and job 
creation through the acceleration of new business 
formation, growth and viability the Accelerator at 
Southern Miss is truly a one of a kind technology 
centered business incubator.

60,000
TOTAL SQUARE FEET

4
MILES FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF

 SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI CAMPUS

10
LABORATORIES

12
PRIVATE OFFICES

30
WORK CUBICLES

15,000
SQUARE FEET TOTAL

 SHARED RESOURCES

The Accelerator is currently home to 11 companies 
ranging from small locally based start-ups to large 
multi-national corporations.

Cultivating  ideas from mind to molecules to market  and specialized for innovation in composites, polymers, 
formulation science, biotechnology, sustainable chemistry, alternative energy  and more.

The Accelerator is the premier facility designed to support all stages of business growth with the following 
key entitites:
• Parcels for advanced material manufacturers to purchase or lease long term
• The Mississippi Polymer Instittue (MPI);  the industrial oureach arm of the School of Polymers and    
High Performance Materials
• A Technology Incubator that provides office space, laboratories, pilot-scale facilites, and support services to 
accelerate innovation and business growth.



Solar strong
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154
MEGAWATTS 
ON THE GRID

1500
ACRES OF SOLAR PANELS

$300M
INVESTMENT

30,000 HOMES
ENOUGH ENERGY TO POWER OVER
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